VARIOUS USES OF VISUAL IMAGERY

knew. And the picture of that landscape lets me know
somehow that the next verse begins with the word
Landscape.

Landscape-lover, lord of language
More than he that sang the Works and Days,

All the chosen coin of fancy
Flashing forth1 from many a golden phrase.

And here it is the word " golden " which brings up a picture
of a field of golden wheat.

Thou that singest wheat and woodland,

and so on. The pictures carry me along, not infallibly,
but better than anything else I know. And so I have
formed the prejudice that associations in terms of visual
images are more easily recalled than are others. No doubt,
however, this is quite wrong for some, who recall by auditory
images best, or by feeling the shape of the words in the mouth
(kinsesthetic imagery). The important thing for a student
of psychology is to become interested in his own imagery
(or in its absence).

A last example of visual imagery will, however, I think,
convince a large number, if they will try the experiment,
that such imagery forms very easily recalled associations.
The experiment in question is a " parlour trick " of the
children's entertainment variety and is really very effective.
The audience in turn say words to the experimenter, up to
a total of one hundred even, and then on request the experi-
menter, who has memorized the words by this one repetition,
gives any word asked for, as number 27, or number 43, and
so on. This sounds startling, but is easily within the power
of a majority of those who read this. I saw the device
explained in an article by D. S. Hill in the Psychological
Bulletin of 1918, and it forms one of the best illustrations
I know of the kind of manoeuvring of psychological powers

1 So I remember it, but the only edition accessible to me says out.
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